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Subpart A—Filling Vacancies in
the Competitive Service

§330.101 Definitions.

(a) In this part:

Agency means:

(1) An Executive department listed at
5U.S.C. 101;

(2) A military department listed at 5
U.S.C. 102;

(3) A Government owned corporation
in the executive branch;

(4) An independent establishment in
the executive branch as described at 5
U.S.C. 104; and

(5) The Government Printing Office.

Component means the first major sub-
division of an agency, separately orga-
nized, and clearly distinguished in
work function and operation from
other agency subdivisions (e.g., the In-
ternal Revenue Service under the De-
partment of the Treasury or the Na-
tional Park Service under the Depart-
ment of the Interior).

Local commuting area has the meaning
given that term in §351.203 of this chap-
ter.

Permanent competitive service work-
force and permanent competitive service
employees mean agency employees serv-
ing under career or career-conditional
appointments, in tenure group I or II,
respectively.

Position change has the meaning
given that term in §210.102 of this chap-
ter.

Rating of record has the meaning
given that term in §351.203 of this chap-
ter.

Representative rate has the meaning
given that term in §351.203 of this chap-
ter.

Tenure groups are described in
§351.501 of this chapter.

(b) In this subpart:

Vacancy means a vacant position in
the competitive service, regardless of
whether the position will be filled by
permanent or time-limited appoint-
ment, for which an agency is seeking
applications from outside its current
permanent competitive service work-
force.
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§330.102 Methods of filling vacancies.

An agency may fill a vacancy in the
competitive service by any method au-
thorized in this chapter, including
competitive appointment from a list of
eligibles, noncompetitive appointment
under special authority, reinstatement,
transfer, reassignment, change to
lower grade, or promotion. The agency
must exercise its discretion in each
personnel action solely on the basis of
merit and fitness, without regard to
political or religious affiliation, mar-
ital status, or race, and veterans’ pref-
erence entitlements.

§330.103 Requirement to notify OPM.

An agency must provide the vacancy
announcement information to OPM
promptly when:

(a) Filling a vacancy for more than
120 days from outside the agency’s cur-
rent permanent competitive service
workforce, as required by the Inter-
agency Career Transition Assistance
Plan, subpart G of this part, unless the
action to be taken is listed in subpart
G as an exception to that subpart;

(b) Filling any vacancy under the
agency’s merit promotion procedures
when the agency will accept applica-
tions from outside its permanent com-
petitive service workforce; and

(c) Filling a vacancy by open com-
petitive examination, including direct
hire procedures under part 337 of this
chapter, or in the Senior Executive
Service, as required by 5 U.S.C. 3327.

§330.104 Requirements for vacancy
announcements.

(a) Bach vacancy announcement
must contain the following informa-
tion:

(1) Name of issuing agency;

(2) Announcement number;

(3) Position title, series, pay plan,
and grade (or pay rate);

(4) Duty location;

(6) Number of vacancies;

(6) Opening date and application
deadline (closing date) and any other
information concerning how receipt of
applications will be documented, such
as by date of receipt or postmark, and
considered, such as by cut-off dates in
open continuous announcements;
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